Whom Shall I Be Like?

OPENING HYMN #46
O For A Thousand Tongues
ANNOUNCEMENTS


The schedule for the upcoming ordination services has been set:

Friday December 6:
Saturday December 7:
Sunday December 8:

7:00 pm Pastor Don Fortner
4:00 pm Pastor Clay Curtis
10:00 am Pastor Don Fortner
11:00 am Pastor Clay Curtis

We plan to have some light snacks following the Friday evening service.
A meal will be served after services Saturday and Sunday.

SCRIPTURE READING

1. THIS IS GOD’S PURPOSE FOR YOU. “Whom He did foreknow, He did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son” (Rom. 8:29).

WORSHIP HYMN #61
O The Deep, Deep Love of Jesus

2. THIS IS THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN YOU. “We are
changed into the same image from glory to glory even by the Sprit of the
Lord” (II Cor. 3:18).

OFFERING
“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor 9:7

WORSHIP HYMN #175
Standing On the Promises
MESSAGE
STRANGERS AND SOJOURNERS WITH GOD

The moment I try to imitate or copy the life of another human, I lose that
which is an honor to me and glory to God - my individuality! I become a
copy, and a copy is always inferior. The moment I try to mold my life after
another person, I lose that which is a power to me - and that is my
personality. God made me as I am to serve in His body, to accomplish His
purpose, and to glorify His name. There is not in all the history of our race a
single person whom I would bid you to mold your life in his image. There is
not a single biography I would have you read and say, “I will relive this
man’s life.” To imitate other men is weakness and will forfeit God’s purpose
for you. There is but one model. There is but one whom you can imitate,
copy, and strive to be like in every jot and tittle – that is our LORD JESUS
CHRIST!

3. THIS IS THE DESIRE OF EVERY BELIEVER. “I shall be satisfied
when I awake with Thy likeness” (Psalm 17:15).
4. THIS IS AN INWARD WORK. “Let this mind be in you which was in
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:5).

LEVITICUS 25:23-34

CLOSING HYMN #18
Now Thank We All Our God
THINGS TO PONDER
Regeneration makes no alteration on the flesh, but the Spirit. There is
nothing in the flesh made holy. And there is nothing in the spirit left unholy.
- Robert Hawker
Will worship and Christ worship cannot exist together. Either God’s will
controls man’s will or man’s will controls God’s will. Either God controls
the devil, or the devil controls God. Either God rules man, or man rules God.
God says, “I will do all my pleasure”, and all who know Him rejoice in
knowing that it is so, saying, “It is the Lord: let Him do what seemeth Him
good.”
-Don Fortner

Changing my mode of dress, my speech to say “thee” and “thou”, my living
quarters, or my place of worship will not make me like Christ. I must be
given a new heart and mind by God’s Spirit. Let us get our texts, our
messages, our words from God. It is not great talent, great oratory, or great
programs that God blesses – BUT HIS WORD. A word spoken by you in
the power of the Lord – is worth ten thousand words spoken in the energy of
our flesh and the wisdom of the flesh. Oh, for a message from God in these
days.
-Henry Mahan
"Christ is the end of the law." He is the point aimed at by the law. He is
the conclusion of the law. He is the finality of the law. He is the finish of the
law. He is the termination of the law. He is as far as the law can go! "For
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth."
-pastor Don Fortner

WHOSOEVER WILL
"And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take of
the water of life freely" ( Rev. 22:17)
Those that love and preach the message of God's sovereign saving grace in
Christ alone are often accused of not believing "whosoever will, let him take
of the water of life freely". I say, how can anyone whom God has taught by
His Holy Spirit believe anything other than this? It is clearly taught in
scripture! The unregenerate falsely say that because we accept the truth of
God's electing grace, we preach a message that excludes some men from
coming to Christ even if they want to. The problem is not the call to come,
but man's willingness and ability to come. When the Lord Jesus cried in the
last day, that great day of the feast (Jn. 7: 37), "if any man thirst, let him
come unto me, and drink," why did men refuse to come to Him to drink of
the water of life? I will tell you why: they did not want to come! Men by
nature are just not willing to come to Christ as He is revealed in scripture!
(Jn. 5: 39-40).
Now hear the sweet message of God's grace to an undeserving people: "Thy
people shall be willing in the day of thy power." (Ps. 110: 3) Those whom
the Holy Ghost effectually calls willingly come to Him as spiritual beggars
in need of a Savior! They come because they now see the hopelessness of
salvation without Christ the Mediator between God and themselves. They
have been given a new heart to come to Christ for mercy. They willingly
come to Christ as their Surety, their Representative, and their Substitute
before God.
I leave you with these questions. Do you want to come? If you do, believe
me, it is not because you decided to exercise your free will, because your
natural will is the slave of sin! Will you be saved by His grace alone? If you
will, it is because you have seen your works of self-righteousness to be
unacceptable before God because of sin. Do you know by faith that the
imputed righteousness of the Lord Jesus can robe you for justification before
God's law and is the only covering of eternal hope? Will you come to Christ
as the One who was made a curse for you at Calvary? If you will, COME! If
you have no desire to come to Christ like this and you perish in your sins, it
is your own fault. But, if you willingly come, it is because you see by faith
your need of Christ for life by His shed blood, because God has shown
mercy by giving you a new heart to come, and has been pleased to not leave
you to yourself.

-pastor Marvin Stalnaker
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“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely.”
Rev 22:17

“But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and
we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by
him.” 1Cor 8:6

